
 
ust concluded our Gulf Coast/Houston area Regional Tool Meet on Saturday morning.  This is the 
thirteenth year for this gathering and it never fails to generate quite a buzz with the locals and members.  
Some of the attendees have been coming since the original gathering.  New attendees never fail to ask 

“how long have you been doing this?” or “you mean you’ve had these here before?”  There’s no doubt that 
these gatherings are a very special way to spend time together and to nurture an obsession (even if you don’t 
recognize your hobby as being an obsession yet).   There is never a lack of enthusiasm for these meetings 

here in Houston.  Our bi-annual meeting here is suffering though.  We have 
people who often travel long distances to come to these shows looking 
forward to buying tools and we’re beginning to run somewhat shy of 
dealers to bring a good variety of inventory to this meet.  Having a large 
dealer or two is the best way to anchor one of these meetings because 
people are here to buy this being one of the most concentrated sources of 
old tools available.  I understand  the Bedford meeting has the opposite 
problem.  It has plenty of dealers and not enough new attendees looking to 
buy.  If you are a dealer in antique tools or tool enthusiast living near one 
of these meeting locations, please consider coming to either one or both of 

them as they are an important source of new members and an ongoing representation of the club as a whole.  
Without the “grass roots” meeting approach (the regional meetings), We’re less able to do a very efficient job 
of promoting and supplementing the club membership.  I know you’ll find your efforts very rewarding.   
I want to enclose a letter here from a fellow I just met last week who needed an outlet for his elderly father’s 
workshop equipment, tools and etc.  I encouraged him to come to the Saturday meeting and bring whatever he 
could as I was concerned about having enough inventory as is was (several of the regular dealers being 
unable to attend this time).  His gracious thank you says a lot about these shows as it is an evaluative 
statement  of this regional meeting as determined  by an “outsider”.                    .....Editor  
 
   
Thanks for the kind note, and for the great lunch, Jim.  I did not have a chance to say a proper goodbye because Bob 
Springer was anxious to go with me to my parents' house to pick up four RC sailboats that Dad built.  Bob also scored a lot 
of extra stuff from the garage, plus a stack of books and magazines on machining and boat building. 
 
It was a pleasure to meet your group -- from the young, quiet guys to the crusty curmudgeons.  I was delighted to get Dad's 
tools into  capable and caring hands of people who are a lot like him; people who can take raw materials and make 
something beautiful, whimsical, or functional. Even though it wasn't really about the money, we did clear about $XXX, 
which will help us in our move.  I know some of your guys got super bargains, and that was the whole idea.  Everybody 
leaves happy. 
 
Because this was our last-ditch effort at disposing of Dad's tools, we donated the remaining unsold items to the Second 
Blessing charity store on Rogerdale Road, just west of Beltway 8, between Westheimer and Richmond. 
 
Thanks again for all your efforts to make this happen, and also for making the connection with Tim the blacksmith, who will 
be putting  Dad's prized engine lathe, and a truckload of other stuff, to good use. 
 
                    Warmest regards,    Reid McTaggart 
                                                    Microsoft Consulting Services 
                                                    EPM Architect 

J
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SWTCA Spring 2006, Tool Show  (Tulsa Oklahoma) 
 
 
   It is said, that a shark can smell blood in the water over a mile away. In my opinion, that doesn’t 
even come close to an antique tool collector and their ability to smell rust from as far away as the next 
county (I have even heard tales of traveling tool collectors catching a whiff of rust while flying over 
rural areas in jumbo jets, although these claims cannot be substantiated). 
   All that being said, a bunch of old rust sniffers got together this past April 15th, in Tulsa Oklahoma, 
for the SWTCA Spring Tool Show. There were 30 tables containing many fine and unusual tools, 
being offered for sale.  
  The show was well attended, with approximately 35-40 collectors and dealers showing up to buy, 
sell, trade, and tell lies. 
  Dealers came from as far away as Iowa, Missouri, Texas, Kansas, Arkansas, and of course, the locals 
were well represented with the usual bunch of Okies from Tulsa, Oklahoma City, and surrounding 
towns. 
  Trading was brisk, with a good number of tools changing hands, and by the looks of all the rust 
smudged, smiling faces, I think it is safe to say that a good time was had by all in attendance.  
  A little less than $100 was made for the club, but I say, any show where you don’t lose money is a 
good show. Okay, let’s face it, any tool show, whether you make money or not, is a good show. There 
was even talk of making this show an annual event.                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                    ........Tim Hoss 
 
 

           
 

 

                  



 

When Blind Luck’s a Lady... 
 
   You could spend a lifetime planning for “THE”epoch chance encounter to occur but when it 
does come around it will certainly catch you by surprise.  Whether you are able to take 
advantage of the circumstances or not, the thrill of the moment will likely stay with you for a 
long long time. 
   
   My intent here is to post a column dedicated to just such occurances as they are offered up by 
our members.  All of us have experienced some of these moments before so please share the 
moment with the rest of us by jotting down the details and sending them along for publication.   
 

You can’t hear it coming if it doesn’t make a sound! 
 

...Not the first but certainly one of the most memorable encounters I’ve crossed paths with 
happened in my own yard!  It took place about 13 years ago when a couple of us local tool 
collectors began the shaky business of hosting a regional Houston tool meet and this particular 
meeting (our first) took place at my house.  I knew a few of the attendees but most were 
unfamiliar and attended by personal invitation extended during a previous nationally circuitous 
Woodworker’s Show which had spent a weekend here in Houston.   .....What happened during 
this premier hosting event was not something easy for me to talk about for a long time because 
on this particular occasion, I let fate slip right through my fingers.   I was most concerned with 
being a hospitable host to the folks on hand as most knew no one else and had given up their 
morning to join a bunch of strangers in a new and only modestly organized gathering of antique 
tool enthusiast want-a-be’s.  As it turned out, one of the guests was not truly an enthusiast but 
had a number of his grandfather’s tools in tow and was looking for information.  What he 
showed me early upon my greeting him was of all things, a beautiful Phillips plow plane and 
along with it.......a VERY respectable center wheel plow plane!  This was of course, beyond 
believeable to me.  I asked if he was here to sell them but he was actually looking for more 
information on them and was unfamiliar with the pieces.  I spent the next hour or so inside and 
outside the house greeting arrivals and discussing various displays I had located throughout the 
house.  I later discovered that one of the members present had scored both fine tools and paid 
the gentleman reasonably for them.  It really created some excitement for that meeting and 
needless to say, there was an even larger attendance for the following meeting.  I don’t mind 
missing out on the opportunity as that’s part of the game and I’m thrilled one of my friends was 
able to take advantage of the morning’s spoils.  What I do have trouble with ....is explaining to 
others how I bungled the opportunity to obtain both a Phillips plow plane AND a  beautiful 
center wheel plow plane IN MY OWN BACK YARD.......OUCH!!                  
                                                                                                                                  
Please send me an article (any length) on your favorite or most unusual “tool encounter” to.... 
wwwspringhill1@sbcglobal.net  (or the enclosed address listed for editor) and share some 
of the excitement with those of us who typically lead a much more mundane and lesser 
existance.   
\                                                                                                                     Jim Goodson 

mailto:wwwspringhill1@sbcglobal.net


Time to Retire Already!! 
 
The Daily Sentinel-Nacogdoches, Texas Wednesday February 15, 2006 
 

 
An 18 wheeler ran through a downtown 
storefront Tuesday afternoon in Garrison.  The 
driver of the tractor-trailer rig was injured 
when his truck plowed through the vacant 
building, just before 4 p.m. Rhonda Spencer,  
with Garrison in the news, said Dedrick 
Denorris Brisco, 29 of Monroe, La. was 
injured when a tire blew out on his rig and 
sent him out of control into the Garrison 
downtown square.  Brisco’s truck, which was 
loaded with pet food, ran over a concrete 
picnic table on the square before continuing 
through the former Goodson’s Antique shop, 
Spencer said.  Brisco received what appeared 
to be non-life threatening injuries Spencer 
said, but was transported to a local hospital as 
a precautionary measure.   (The Daily 
Sentinel-Nacogdoches) 

 
 
If you have been a long time member of the SWTCA (at least 10 years or so), then you may remember my Father 
(A.C.Goodson) who frequented many of the tool shows and spent many an hour scouring the grounds of Canton and other 
local markets for antiques for some 30 years (He’ll be a senior senior citizen this year at a respectable 90 years old!). Club 
members, locals and others either knew him or as legend has it, have heard of some dealer “up East Texas” who had 
buildings full of Antiques and old tools....a treasure of un-substantiated proportion and whose location was unknown to 
many.  The truth is not always larger than fiction and so it goes with this great legend but it (the truth) is also not so very 
far off the mark.  This incident took out his Law Office and Library as well as a substantial axe collection among other 
relics he housed there.  His other building was not involved in this incident.  His health slows him down considerably and 
has put an end to his antique hunting but doesn’t slow down his enthusiasm for reading and other interests.  He luckily 
was not at his office on the day of the accident and spends much less time there these days but stubbornly refused to close 
it.  I “think someone else” was trying to tell him that “it’s time to retire already!”.  This building wasn’t truly  an antique 
shop as described by the newspaper article but housed many of his antiques and on occasion opened up to the inquisitive 
local or tourist happening upon it and peering into the dusty front window with that un-compromising look of awe upon 
their faces.  It was often a pleasant respite for him to break his routine and do a little horse trading with the those who 
happened by.  And the aftermath??  A total interior collapse of his office area with walls and ceiling down and back wall 
shoved back some 14 feet the force of the truck having used his desk as a battering ram to move the wall.  The “pet” food 
in the truck??  Turned out to be Alligator pellets!  They’re all over the floor in there now so if YOUR pet happens to be 
one of those, he now has a lifetime supply available!  
 

A.C.Goodson along with his wife J.R.Goodson (just beyond the officer) survey the 
damage to his Law Office located in one of the historic buildings within the town 
square of Garrison Texas.  This building was built in 1894 and will be restored to its 
original exterior integrity upon claim settlement. 
 

 



SWTCA Bedford Texas Regional Meet February 4th  2006 
 
On a beautiful winter morning, 60 tool collectors, spouses and friends converged in Bedford Texas to attend the 12th annual Super 
Saturday meet.  Starting off the meet was a woodworking demonstration by Frank Strazza from Homestead Heritage, the unique crafts 
village at Brazos del Dios (Waco Texas to the rest of us).  Frank is one of their master carpenters, and he showed the attending 
members how he has built Windsor Chairs using traditional hand tools. What an experience!  I wish I could do that type of work…my 
fine woodworking is limited to what can be done with a chainsaw.  After Frank's demo, member David McDonald reached into his 
wondrous bag of tricks (others would call it his Winchester Tool Collection) and pulled out a number of Winchester fakes.  Always a 
great topic for collectors, David showed his passion and expertise in the Winchester tool line by educating us on what we need to 
beware of.  Thanks, Frank and David, for your help in leading our education program. Also, 5 members set up displays of their 
particular collections or interests!  Thanks, Guys.  We all appreciate your dedication and work to provide insight to your fellow 
members.   At 10am sharp, we churmed the water and the sharks came out.  23 tables of all kinds of tools and accessories were up for 
sale and the collectors were there to accommodate the dealers.  Selling and trading was hectic and only a short break for lunch, served 
by the members of the K of C, interrupted the day.  By 2pm, tool bags were filled and wallets were emptied, but a great time was had 
by all.  On a sad note, it was announced that due to a decrease in participation, the annual SWTCA / MWTCA Area I Hotter'N'Hell 
meet in July has been permanently canceled.  The only way we can insure that our local meets survive is to attend! Without your 
participation at these local gatherings, the meets will slowly dry up and blow away.  Thanks to all and see you next year the Saturday 
before the Super Bowl at the 13th Annual Super Saturday Meet.!!   For more information on the School of Woodworking at 
Homestead Heritage, go to    http://www.homesteadheritage.com/ .    
                                                                                                                                  Gregor Mszar 
 

 
 

                                  
 
                     Bud Blake ...accomplished in “the spin”           Larry Creedon & Jeff Gaston discuss “the details” 
 

 

 
                                                     

                            Informative display on Rare Spelk Planes            An outstanding collection of rare  
                                                                                         handled block planes 

 

http://www.homesteadheritage.com/


19th Annual Groundhog Meet 
Bentonville Arkansas 

 
On 2/18/06, weather played a major factor at the Groundhog 
Day Tool Meet, the 19th Annual. 
 
Over 50 tables were filled by the out-of-town collectors who 
arrived the night before. 
 
During the night, a 1-inch ice storm and 4-inches of snow 
made the trip impossible for those who live only one or two 
hours away. 
 
Advance registrations from 12 states were from Michigan to 
Iowa to Tennessee to Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana, to 
Texas and in between. 
 
Nearly 100 Meet members were unable to get to Bentonville 
because of  the weather. 
 
The prize tool at the show was a recent purchase by Jim Price, 
a rare patented brace with attached bits in a folding, revolving 
apparatus. Only four examples exist. 
 
                                                                       Emery Goad 
 

 
 
 

Southwest Tool Collectors Association 
 

The S.W.T.C.A. Newsletter is the official publication of the 
Southwest Tool Collector’s Association.  It is published 

quarterly and provided to each member of the association. 
 

Purpose of the Association: 
 

Section 1 
To promote the collection and exchange of tools, implements 
and devices used by our forefathers.   
 
Section 2 
To study and share knowledge concerning these objects and 
the crafts in which they were used. 
 
Section 3 
To promote a spirit of fun and fellowship among persons 
having these interests. 

 

Brown Auction 
 

    
 
 

 

RMTC TO CELEBRATE 30th Anniversary 
  
At our Annual meeting Sunday September 3, 
2006 we will celebrate thirty years of organized 
tool collecting in the Rocky Mountain region. 
Starting with eleven members in 1976 we 
joined with the New Mexico group in 1980, 
incorporated in 1986 and now have more than 
160 members. For more information about the 
meeting contact the club secretary, Charlie 
Aumiller 2262 Juniper Court, Boulder, Co. 
80304-1923 
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Vice President:           Bud Blake, Ada Oklahoma 
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SR&L Co. 

1876 
 

THANKS! 
 

The editor’s and club’s 
appreciation go to Dean 

Loshbaugh for the thoughtful 
donation of his copy of ... 

 
Asher & Adams’ Pictorial Album 

of American Industry 1876 
 

from which this article was made 
available as will others in the 

newsletters to come. 
 

 
French ‘Bob’ 

S.W.T.C.A.  Membership is U.S.  $12  per calendar year. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Date: __________________ Check one: New ____ Renewal ____ Information change ____ 
Name: ______________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _______________________________ State: ____________ Zip: _____________ Zip+4 _______ 
Primary Phone: (_____) _______________ Secondary Phone: (_____ ) _______________ 
Fax: (_______) _____________________________ 
Collecting Interests: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
E-Mail Address 1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
E-Mail Address 2: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Web Site Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE REMIT  $12  BY CHECK,  PAYABLE TO SWTCA,  AND MAIL TO: 
 

Greg Logan 
805 N Woodhollow Tr. 

                                                           Edmond Ok. 73003             greg.logan@tinker.af.mil 

mailto:greg.logan@tinker.af.mil


 

19TH Semi-Annual  
"One Old Sorehead & One Nice Guy" 

Vintage & Antique Tool Sale 
 

SATURDAY  -   MAY 20TH   -   9:30 - 7:00 
SUNDAY  -  MAY 21ST  -  12:00 - 6:00 

  
1400 WILLIAMS DR. 
GARLAND, TEXAS 

75042 
 

One block north of the intersection of Miller Rd. 
and Garland Rd. (Hwy 78) (MAPSCO 29G) 

 
 

 Proudly sponsored by: 
 Dowd's Vintage & Antique Tools 
 972-271-8665 
 dowdstools@comcast.net 
 
  
Over 1200 square feet packed with thousands of hand tools of a usable and 
collectible nature from the late 19th and early 20th century! These are quality 
hand tools for virtually all trades and disciplines from famous American makers 
such as Stanley, Sargent, Starrett, Lufkin, Goodell-Pratt, Millers Falls, 
Disston, Atkins, Bishop, and many others; not to mention the many other excellent 
but less familiar brands you will find. The offerings will include hand planes, 
hand saws and various assorted edged tools, drawknives, adzes, tools for marking 
and measuring, drills, braces, vises, advertising collectibles, and trade related 
books and magazines.  Not to be overlooked are the  more obscure and esoteric 
items  sure to be discovered.  In addition to hand tools, there will be an 
antique Barnes Foot Operated Mortising Machine, an early vintage Delta floor 
model drill press, a belt driven drill press marked Leland-Gifford Co. and 
Manning, Maxwell, & 
Moore, and an early cast iron Beebe Bros. Little Giant Scroll Saw. 
  
Don't miss your opportunity to be a part of this grass-roots, one of a kind, 
rumored to be legendary, more old tools than you've ever seen  before in one 
place, LARGEST 2 DAY TOOL SALE IN THE UNIVERSE! (Well, at least in Texas...when 
you think about it, that's almost like the universe... if you squint a little  
bit.) 
 
 
  

FREE ADMISSION       RAIN OR SHINE 
FREE PARKING         BUY - SELL - TRADE 

FREE COFFEE                Bring a friend! 
               FREE ADVICE     HAVE AN UIDENTIFIED TOOL?  BRING IT ALONG TOO! 

  
            

MASTERCARD & VISA WELCOME 
 
 
 

mailto:dowdstools@comcast.net


SWTCA Tool Ads. 
(Please see Gregor Mszar’s E-mart listings for a complete list of member tool ads.        ..........Editor) 

 
WEBSITE AND INFO: For more information about The Tool Group of Canada, go to their web site at : 
http://www.thetoolgroupofcanada.com/pages/654400/index.htm 
 
WANTED: All sorts of continental tools wanted .Contact thierry@classictools.com 
 
WANTED: Breast drills, hand drills, push drills, bow drills, pump drills and Archimedean drills. 
Seeking the more obscure made in U.S.A. models for a research project. Even if you are not 
interested in selling, I'd like to hear about different drills in your collection. If possible send 
details & digital photos to Mike Urness at PLNCRZY@aol.com or by snail mail to PO Box 6022, 
Chesterfield, MO 63006-6022. 
 
FOR SALE: A new reference book for patent research. A detailed manual on how to research patents on 
line on the USPTO website. Includes tables of issue dates and patent #’s up to 1900, together with 
tables of patent classes. All you need to know to locate and print out patents quickly! 73 pp., 
8½”x11", spiral bound. $20.00 + $2.50 shipping.  Contact Philip Stanley, 36 Stockton Street, Apt. 
2, Worcester MA 01610 or at philstan@rcn.com. 
 
TOOL SWAP MEET INFORMATION: TOOLSWAP/USA is the Voice of the Independent Tool Collector, Dealer, 
and User. The Web Site (www.toolswapusa.com) links to Old Tool Dealers and Tool Events across the 
country. We also put on nine Old Tool Swap Meets in Southern CA (2 in San Diego, 4 in LA and 3 in 
Orange County). If you want to be on an Email Reminder List, send your name and email to 
laura@toolswapusa.com. Plan your next visit to CA around an Old Tool Swap Meet. Check the Web Site 
for swap meet schedules. Laura Pitney 
 
INFORMATION: Sign of the Jointer, a quarterly journal on wooden planes, has started the 5th year of 
publication. The journal contains articles covering wooden planes and planemakers as well as 
unpublished marks and new information. New information is solicited from all those interested in 
wooden planes by American, English and Canadian makers. Subscriptions are $16 per year. Please 
contact Pat Lasswell, 6211 Elmgrove Rd, Spring, Texas, 77389, 281-251-3121, or by email at 
pmlasswell@ev1.net. 
 
WANTED: Seeking material for book. All items marked "The Winchester Store" and all pre-1943 
advertising, sports items and paper. Also ARMAX, BARNEY & BERRY, CRUSADER, and HENDRYX items. Tim 
Melcher, (918) 786-8500. tmelcher@greencis.net and at www.thewinchesterstore.com   
 
A TOOL SOURCE! : We supply antique tools, used woodworking tools and specialist new Cabinetmaker's 
tools from our retail store where we offer the largest selection of used and antique tools in 
Europe - over 1500 wood carving tools are always in stock. We also offer a full Mail-order service 
world-wide. We are also the leading auction house specialising in antique wood working tools. We 
host four auctions of antique and useable tools each year in Needham Market. Three are domestic 
auctions containing lots of mixed quality, ranging from tools in "as found" condition, to items of 
collectable quality. There is also a fishing tackle section, and a 'bygones' section containing 
items of interest to both the curious amateur or the professional bidder. Every summer our 
International Auction takes place. For more details, call Tony Murland at 011-44-1449-722992 or 
www.antiquetools.co.uk. Cheers  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE: ADS for the E-M@RT monthly classified newsletter. All TOOL COLLECTORS can place 
a reasonable number of ads each month. All ads should be received by the 1st day of 
the month for publication that month. EM@RT will be published during the first week of 
each month at a random time and date (whenever Gregor can get to it). TIME TO SPRUCE 
UP YOUR AD??? Let me know! (Gregor Mszar at gregormszar@comcast.net or 817-937-5475) 

Posting space is available here for upcoming 
tool meetings, research requests and similar 
related issues. Please refer to and use info. in 
“e-mart box” above for individual want/sell 
ads as the limited space here will be 
necessarily concerned with issues of a broader 
context. 

http://www.thetoolgroupofcanada.com/pages/654400/index.htm
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2006 Tool Collector’s Calendar  (May through July) 
MAY 2006 

MAY 7  M-WTCA AREA D MEET, HUMBOLDT, IOWA LeROY WITZEL, 515-332-3649 
MAY 17 DAVID STANLEY GENERAL AUCTION, CHARNWOOD ARMS HOTEL,  
                             NORTH. COALVILLE, LEICESTERSHIRE, ENGLAND DAVID STANLEY ,  
                             011-44-1530-222320   www.davidstanley.com 
MAY 20 ANDERSON PLYWOOD OLD TOOL SWAP MEET, CULVER CITY, CA.  JOHN ARENSON,   
                          310-397-8229  laura@toolswapusa.com 

JUNE 2006 
JUN 10 ARROYO HARDWOODS OLD TOOL SWAP MEET, PASADENA, CA BOB WILBER,  
                             626- 447-5466 laura@toolswapusa.com 
JUN 11 WESTERN NEW YORK ANTIQUE TOOL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION MEET,  
                             HOLIDAY INN, BATAVIA, NEW YORK, NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY EXIT 48 CHARLES  
                             WIRTENSON,  315-363-7682  cwirten1@twcny.rr.com 
JUN 15-17 MWTCA SPRING NATIONAL MEETING, ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA  
                             HOLLIS FESSER, 507-282-3175 

 JULY 2006 
JUL 7-8 LIVE FREE OR DIE ANTIQUE TOOL AUCTIONS, HILLSBORO CENTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE  
                            MARTIN DONNELLY , 800-869-0695 www.mjdtools.com 
JUL 8            AUSTIN HARDWOODS OLD TOOL SWAP MEET, SANTA ANA, CA  
                            DREW SHELLENBARGER,  714-450-2365 laura@toolswapusa.com 
JUL 22           M-WTCA AREA Q MEET, RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA ED HOBBS,  919-791-5100 

AUGUST 2006 
AUG 4-5       WESTERN NEW YORK ANTIQUE TOOL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION MEET,   AT MJD  OPEN 
                          HOUSE, AVOCA, NEW YORK CHARLES WIRTENSON, 315-363-7682  cwirten1@twcny.rr.com 
AUG 5             LIVE FREE OR DIE ANTIQUE TOOL AUCTIONS – OPEN HOUSE – JOINT MEETINGS,   
                          AVOCA, NEW YORK   MARTIN DONNELLY , 800-869-0695   www.mjdtools.com 
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